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ADDRESS TO THE READ ER. 


\ Y E recommend molt ſeriouſly, to you, Fellow Country- 
men, the peruſal of the following pages; on the truth of 
the facts contained in them, you may implicitly depend, and 
if, at a criſis like the preſent, a want of zeal could be ſup- 
poſed to exiſt in any deſcription of perſons, to reſiſt the 
enemies of their country, a reflection on the cruelties, to 
which a ſucceſsful French Invaſion. muſt infallibly expoſe. 
your families and yourſelves, can hardly fail to Ss the 
effect, of rouſing you, to a proper ſenſe of your duty. 


The enormities of the French Nation, ſince, the commence- 
ment of their revolution, have no parallel in hiſtory, and for 
this it is not difficult to account; moſt revolutions have been 
attended with horrors, ſhocking to humanity, but theſe have 
been great in proportion as religious and moral principles 
have been eradicated from the minds of men. . 


The French rulers were aware of this; they begun their 
work, . therefore, by teaching. men to blaſpheme their God, 
children to accuſe their parents, ſervants to betray their maſ- 
ters, tenants to rob their landlords, and ultimately ſubjects to 
murder their innocent Sovereign, whom they had lately ſworn 
to protect. The conſequences of theſe crimes are before 
your eyes—may they prove a warning to you, and confirm 
you in thoſe principles, which have hitherto made yqu, a 
Great and a 8 People. It was well ſaid by an eloquent 


author, now unfortunately no more, * that if we wiſhed to 
keep French daggers from our hearts, we could only do it 
by keeping French Principles from our heads.“ 


The following Fa c rs are faithfully extracted from 
AurREN TIC DocuMENTS, ſupplied by the French 
Republicans themſelves, chiefly taken from the formal 
depoſitions delivered upon oath, of eye witneſſes, or 
indirect accomplioes, of the criminal deeds they de- 
ſeribe; and the whole Democratic J unto of advocates 
for the French in Great Britain, are hereby' dared to 
impeach their authenticity, 
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DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES, #- 


ILLUSTRATED BY EXAMPLE» 


% 
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Fur jars of the Whig Club, and Correſ- 
ponding Societies, Jike thoſe of all other ſelf-created 
ſocieties, contain general accuſations againſt every 
branch of the government. An advantageous diſtribu- 
tion of the words liberty, tyranny, ſlavery, &c. does 
wonders with the populace ; but the intelligent reader 
looks deeper; general accuſations. do not fatisfy him; 
he ſeeks for inſtances of oppreſſion, complained of by the 
Jacobins, from the bombaſtical rhapſody in which 
they are buried, and ſee to what they amount. They 
tell us that Thelwall, Hardy, Looke, and about 
four or five others, were detained ſome months in 
priſon; and that Muir, Palmer, and Margarot*, 


* Of Palmer I know nothing, but that he is at Botany Bay ; 
Muir is now in France, where he is ſpiriting up the Directory to 
the invalion of England ; and Margarot has long ſince nba we? of 
his politics, and is become a peaceable man—to the great ſcandal 
of his quondam aſſociates in treaſon, ; 
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with two or three more were tranſported: and all this, 

(they ſay) for having done no more than what the good 
of their country dictated. ] am ſure the reader is very 
well fatisfied, that theſe men were all guilty of the 
crimes laid to their charge; but to avoid diſputation 
with reſpect to this fact, 1 ſhall ſuppoſe them all inno- 

cent, and then the ſum total of the tyranny againſt | 
which theſe ſocieties exclaim, will amount to eight or | 
nine falſe impriſonments, and five or fix unjuſt ſen- 
tences of tranſportation. This is certainly a great | 
deal too much: may the hand be withered that ever 
wields a pen in its juſtification ! but, as they wiſh, as 
a means of avoiding ſuch acts of oppreſſion in future, 
to overturn their monarchical government, and eftabliſh 
a democratical one in its ftead, it becomes incumbent 
on the reader who would not be their dupe, to contraſt 
the conduct of the government which they wanted to 
oyerturn, with that of the one they wanted to adopt... 
They have repreſented the Britiſh Government as being 
arrived at its laft ſtage of tyranny, it will not then, I 
hope, be eſteemed unfair, if I oppoſe to it the Democratic 
Convention of France, in the very 'beginning of its 
Career. . f 195 


It is not my intention to give a general character of 
this aſſembly; it would be ſuperfluous : nor will I 
give way to that indignation, which every man, who 
is not by nature a ſlave, muſt feel at the very mention 
of ſuch a divan. General charges againſt any man, or 
ſet of men, as they are very ſeldom accurate, fo they 
are little attended to, particularly when addreſſed to a 
reader who is rather inclined towards the party accuſed, 
For this reaſon, J ſhall confine myſelf to a particular 
epoch, and even a particular ſpot. Lyons affords us 
the propereſt ſcene to be deſcribed on the preſent oc- 

caſion; not becauſe the dreadful deeds committed there 


ſurpaſs thoſe at Nantz, and many other places ; but 
- becauſe 


7 
decauſe, taking place within a ſnort ſpace of time, 


they admit with more facility, the form of a compact 
relation. : 


In the peruſal of this relation the candid reader will 
make me ſome allowances ; my taſte is far from the 
tragic; ſcenes ſuch as theſe muſt loſe: half their terrors 
- when drawn by a hand like mine; Melpomene alone 
- ſhould record the actions of the National Convention. 


- Some time after the death of Louis X VI. the oy of 
Lyons was declared by the Convention in a ſtate of re- 
volt; it was attacked by a numerous army of Democrats, 
and, after having ſtood a fiege of about two months, was 
obliged to furrender. What followed this ſurrender it 
is my intention to relate; but firſt, it is neceflary to go 
back to the cauſes that led to the revolt; for, though no 
earthly crime could juſtify the eruelties inflicted upon 
the brave and unfortunate Lyoneſe, yet thoſe cruelties 
do not appear in their deepeſt hue, till the pretended 
crime of the ſufferers is known. 75 


2 
By the new conſtitution of France, the king could. 
not be dethrened, unleſs found at the head of an army 
marching againſt his country. This was to be regarded 
as the higheſt crime he could poſſibly commit, and. 
even for this he could be puniſhed no otherwiſe than 
by being, delbroned. No crime whatever,” fays the 
conſtitution, ** ſhall be confirued to affect his life. ” 
This conſtitution. every Frenchman had ſworn... “ to 
© obey, and maintain with all his might.” — When, 
therefore, it was propoſed to the Lyoneſe, by the emiſ- 
ſaries of the National Convention, to. petition for the 
death of the king, they replied, almoſt with one voice, 
© No; we have ſworn, with all France, to maintain 
the New Conſtitution with all our might ; that 
*«« Conſtitution declares that no crime whatſeever ſhall 
affect 
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, « affect the life of the king. For any thing we have 
* yet ſeen or heard, we believe him innocent of 
every crime that has been laid to his charge. The 
*« mode of this trial is unprecedented in the annals of 
*«« injuſtice, . the Convention being at once accuſer, 
evidence, and judge. We believe him perfectly 
innocent; but whether he be or not, the conftitu- 
tion that we have, by a ſolemn oath, bound our- 
« ſelves to maintain with all our might, declares that 
© no erime whatever ſhall be conſtrued to affect his 
„life; that life, therefore, we cannot, we will not 9 
„% demand. The reſt of the nation may ſport with 
- *£ engagements which they have called the Almighty 
* to witneſs, they may add the crime. of affaſſination 
„ to that of perjury, they may ftain themſelves with 


„the blood of their innocent and unfortunate prince, 4 
the Lyonefe never will.“ er | . 5 

Reader, you will hardly believe that this anſwer, ſo 75 
full of good ſenſe, juſtice, piety, and honour, drew I 
down on the gallant Lyoneſe the moſt dreadful chaſ- 140 


tiſement, that ever was inflicted on any part of the 
human race. Read and be convinced“. 


No ſooner was the determination of the Lyoneſe 
made known to the Convention than the latter began 
to concert ſchemes of vengeance. A numerous army 
was prepared, while the democratic agents of-the Con- 
vention, who ſtill had the executive authority in their 
hands at Lyons, ſpared no pains in endeavouring to 
drive the city to what they termed open rebellion, and 
thus to furniſh a pretext for its deſtruction. The 
doctrine of equality, ſo flattering to thoſe who poſſeſs 


nothing, had gained them many converts among the ' 
lower claſſes of the people To theſe was committed 
* The fats here related * 4 taken from An authentic relati | 


of the ſiege of Lyons.” | 
all 
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all authority, civil and military, and # is hardly ne- 
ceflary to ſay that they exerciſed * ſpecies of tyranny 
that envy, revenge, and popular fury could invent. 
All this was borne with a degree of reſignation that 
has been juſtly regarded as aſtoniſhing, in people who 
have ſince exhibited ſuch unequivocal proofs of inhe- 


rent valour. A ſenſe of more immediate danger, how- - 


ever, rouſed them from their lethargy. 


There was held, every night, a meeting of the 
leaders among the partizans of the Convention. It con- 
ſiſted, in general, of men of deſperate fortunes, bank- 
rupts, quacks, the dregs of the law, apoſtate prieſts, 
and the like, not forgetting ſome who had been re- 
leaſed from the galleys. In this infamous aſſembly, 
which took the name of demecratic Club, a plot was 
laid for the aſſaſſination of all the rich in one night“: 
but this plot, notwithſtanding the precautions of the 
conſpirators was happily diſcovered; the preſident. 
Challiert and two others were tried and condemned to 
dic, the democrats were driven from all the public 
offices, and the former magiſtrates reinſtated. 


The act of ſelf-preſervation'was called a revolt againſt 
the Republic, and, in conſequence of it, the Convention 
paſſed decree upon decree, . bearing death and deftrue- 
tion againſt the Lyoneſe. Thus, thoſe very men who 


had formed a conſtitution,, which declares reſiſtance: - 


againſt oppreſſion to be a natural right, paſſed an act of 
proſecution againſt a whole city, becauſe they had dared: 


* 


* This was their oath. We ſwear to extirminate all the riek 
* and ariſtocrates; their bloody. corples,. thrown into the Rhone, 


e ſhall bear our terrors to the affrighted fea.” _ 

+ This citizen Challier was every way qualified for the poſt of 
preſident of ſuch a club. He was looked on as à perſon of infamous 
character, before the revolution, and, fince the revolution, he has 
imbrued his hands in the blood of his own father. 
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to lift their hands to guard their throats againſt the 
knives of a band of aſſaſſins! 


The eĩty now began to arm for its defence ; but being 
totally unprepared for a fiege, having neither fortifica- 
cations nor magazines, and being menaced on every fide 
by miriads of ferocious enemies, the people were back- 
ward in deciding for hoſtility, knowing that in that 
caſe, death or victory muſt be the conſequence. There 
were, therefore, about ten thouſand men who had the 
courage to take up arms; but the deſperate bravery of 
theſe amply made up for every want. During the 
ſpace of ſixty days they withſtood an army of fifteen 
times their ſtrength, e proviſioned, and pro- 
vided with every inſtrument of deſtruction. Never, 
perhaps, were there ſuch feats of valour performed as 
by this little army; thrice their numbers did they lay 
dead before their injured city. 


The members deputed from the Convention to direct 
the attack, left nothing untried that might tend to the 
accompliſhment of their object. They ſucceeded at 
laſt, in opening a communication with their partizans 
in the city, and in ſedueing many of the, mob to 
eſpouſe their intereſt- This was the more eaſy to 
fe, as the beſieged were, by this Vianie, upon the 
point of ſtarving; the fleſh of horſes, dogs, and cats, 
had been for ſome days their only food, and even that 
began to grow extremely ſcarce. In this fituation, 
without the leaſt hopes of fuccour, ſome of thoſe who 
wiſhed well to their city, and who had not borne 
arms during the fiege, undertook to capitulate with 
the enemy; but theſe, knowing the extremities to 
which they were driven, inſiſted upon executing the 
deerees of the Convention, which-ordered them to put 
to death indiſeriminately all thoſe who had taken up 
arms againſt its authority. | Ph 
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The beſieged, then, ſeeing no hopes of a capitulation, 
ſeeing the city without another day's proviſion, and the 
total impoſſibility of ſuccour from without (being com- 
pletely inveſted on every ſide,) had but one meaſure to 
adopt; to cut their way through the enemy, or fall in 
the attempt. A plan of retreat was, therefore, ſettled 
upon; the out- poſts were to be called in, and the whole 
were to aſſemble at the Vaiſe. 


In the mean time, the deputies from the Convention, 
who were informed by their ſpies of all that was paſſing 
in the city, took care to have the road by which the re- 
treating army was to paſs well lined with troops. The 
whole country round was under arms. Every perſon 
was ordered, on pain of death, not to let paſs or give 
ſhelter to a ſingle Lyoneſe man, woman, or child. 


The out- poſts were hardly called in when their ſta- 
tions were taken poſſeſſion of by the democratic army. 
Being ſo cloſely preſſed, rendered the afſembling at the 
Vaiſe more difficult; all was buſtle, confuſion, and ter- 
ror. Not half of thoſe who were under arms, had time 
to join. A little corpſe was, however, at laſt formed. It 
conſiſted of between three and four thouſand perſons in 
all, headed by four field pieces, and followed by ſix 
waggons, bearing. the wreck of many a ſplendid for- 
tune. Thus marched off the remains of theſe gene- 
rous defenders of their city, bidding an eternal adieu to 
the ſcenes of their youth, the dwellings of their anceſ- 
tors ;. reſolving. to die bravely, as they had. lived, or: 
fund an aſylum in a foreign land. | 


It was midnight when they. began their retreat, 
lighted by the blaze of bombs and burning houſes.— 
Reader, caſt your eyes on this devoted city. See chil- 
dren eling to their fathers, diſtracted mothers to their 
tons; wives, holding in their arms what they held 

ay 9s dearer: 
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dearer than life, forgetting all but their huſbands, 


marching by their ſide, and braving death from ten 
thouſand hands! 


They had hardly begun to march, when a diſcharge 
of artillery, bearing full upon them, threw them into 
ſome confuſion. Gne of their waggons, in which were 
ſeveral old men and ſome children, was ſet on fire by a 
ſhell. Morning coming on they perceived themſelves 
beſet on every fide; they were charged by the cavalry, 
expoſed to the fire of a numerous artillery, harraſſed at 
every turning, fired upon from every houfe, every 
bank and every hedge.— Seeing, therefore, no hopes of 
eſcape, they were determined to ſell every drop of blood 
as dear as poſſible, They broke off into platoons, 
putting their wives and children in the centre of each, 
and took different directions, in order to divide the 
force of the enemy. But what were they to do againſt 
fifty times their number? The whole, about fifty per- 
ſons excepted, were either killed or taken. 


The victors ſhewed ſuch mercy as might be ex- 
pected ſrom them; not content with butchering their 
priſoners in cold blood, they took a pleaſure in making, 
them die by inches, and of inſulting them in the pangs 
of death. Placing ſeveral together, they killed one- of 
them at a time to render death more terrible ro the 
reſt. Neither ſex nor age had any weight with them; 
above two hundred women, thirty of whom had chil- 
dren at the breaſt, whom conjugal love had led to fol- 
low their huſbands; more than fiſty old men, whom 
filial piety had ſnatched from the aſſaſſin's ſtab, were all 
moſt ſavagely butchered The death of Madame de Vi 
ague deſerves particular notice. This young lady was 
about ſeventeen years of age, and very near her time 
of delivery; a party of the democrats found her behind 
a hedge, to which place ſhe had drawn her huſband, who 
- | Was 
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was mortally wounded. When the canibals diſcovered 
her, ſhe was on her knees ſupporting his head with her 
arms; one of them fired upon her with a carbine, ano- 
ther quartered her with his hanger, while a third held 


up the expiring huſband to be a ſpeQator of their more 
than helliſh cruelty. | | 


Several wounded priſoners were collected together, 
and put into a ditch, with ſentinels placed round them 
to prevent them from killing themſelves, or one ano- 
ther; and thus were they made to linger, ſome of them 
two or three days, while their enemies teſtified their 


ferocious pleaſure by all the inſulting geſticulations of 
favages. | 


Such was the fury of the triumphant democrats, that 
the deputies from the Convention gave an order againſt 
burying the dead, till they had been cut in morſels.— 
Tollet, the infamous Tollet, a democratic prieſt (that is 
to ſay, an apoſtate) of Trevoux, went, blood-hound like, 
in queſt of a few unhappy wretches who had eſcaped 
the bloody gth of October ; and when, by perfidious 
promiſes, he had drawn them from their retreats, he 
delivered them up to the daggers of the aſſaſſins. 


Of all the little army that attempted the retreat, only 
about forty- ſix eſcaped ; fix hundred and eighteen were 
brought back in chains: ſome of them died of their 
wounds, and all thoſe who were not relieved from life 
this way, were dragged forth to ignominious deaths. 


During theſe dreadful ſcenes, the deputies from the 
Convention, who were now abfolute maſters of the un- 
fortunate city, were preparing others, if poſſible, ſtill 
more dreadful. As a preliminary ſtep, they re-organ- 
ized the democratic ſociety. Po this infernal rendez- 
vous, the deputy Fav2gues repaired, and there „ 
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his fpeech, the ſubſtance of which was nearly as fol- 
lows. After having repreſented Challier as a martyr: 
in the cauſe of liberty, as the hero of the Republic, and. 
the avenger of the peaple, he addreſſed himſelf to the 
aſſembly in nearly theſe terms. ** Think,” ſaid he, 
of the ſlavery into which you are plunged, by being 
ce the ſervants and workmen of others; the nobles, the 
<« prieſts, the proprietors, the rich of every deſcription, 
« have long been in a combination to rob the demo- 
« crats, the real ſans- culotte republicans, of their birth- 
« right; go, citizens, take what belongs to you, and 
« what you ſhould have enjoyed long ago.—Nor mult. 
«« you ſtop here; while there exiſts an ariſtocracy in the 
« buildings, half remains undone down with thoſe 
«« edifices, raiſed for the profit or pleaſure of the rich; 
« down with them all“: commerce and arts are uſe- 
« Teſs to a warlike people, and deſtructive to that ſub- 
% lime equality which France is determined to ſpread 
« over the whole globe.“ He told this enflaved, this 
degraded populace, that it was the duty of every good 
citizen to diſcaver all thoſe whom he knew to be guilty 
of having, in OT ee or deed, conſpired againſt 
the Republic. He exhorted them to fly to the offices 
opened for receiving ſuch accufations, and not to ſpare 
one lawyer, prieſt, or nobleman. He concluded this. 
harangue (worthy one of the damned) with declaring, 
that for a man to accuſe'his own father was an act of 


* 


* A hundred houſes were deſtroyed per day by order of the Con- 
vention, All the hoſpitals, the manufactories, banks, &e. &c. were 
deſtroyed without exception. Before the revolution, that is to ſay, 
in 1789, this city contained above a hundred and fifty thouſand in- 
habitants; it was the ſecond town, with reſpe& to population, in 
France, and the firſt manufacturing town in all Europe. It does 
Bot now contain ſeventy thonſand inhabitants, and thoſe are all re- 
duced to beggary aud ruin. As for trade, there is no ſuch thing 
thought of. The laſt report to the Convention, reſpecting Lyong,. 
declares the inhabitants without work or bread, 


civiſm 
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civiſm worthy a true republican, and that to neglect ĩt 
was a crime that ſhould be puniſhed with death. 


The deeds that followed this diabolical exhortation 
were ſuch as might be expected. The bloody ruffians 
of -democrats left not a houſe, not a hole . Air 4 
men and women were led forth from their houſes with 
as little ceremony as cattle from their pens ; the ſquare 
where the guillotine ſtood was reddened with blood, 
like a ſlaughter-houſe, while the piercing cries of the 
ſurviving relations were drowned in the more vociferous: 


howlings of Vive la Republique. 


It is hard to ſtifle the voice of nature, to ſtagnate the 
involuntary movements of the ſoul; yet this was at- - 
tempted, and in ſome degree effected, by the deputies 
of the Convention: — Perceiving that theſe ſcenes of 
blood had ſpread a gloom over the countenances of the 
innocent inhabitants, and that even ſome of their ſol- 
diers ſeemed touched with compunction, they iſſued a 
mandate, declaring every one fuſpected of ariftocracy, 
who ſhould diſcover the leaſt ſymptom of pity, either 
by his words or his Iooks ! 


The preamble of this mandate makes the blood run 
cold:—** By THE THUNDER OF Gop! in the name 
of the repreſentatives of the French people; on pain 
« of death, it is ordered, &c. 8 


Who would believe that this terrific mandate, for- 
bidding men to weep or look ſorrowful, on pain of 
death, concluded with Vive la liberte © — (Liberty for 
ever 1 ) — Who would believe that the people, who fuf- 
fered this mandate to be ſtuck up about the city like a 
play bill, bad fwarn to live free, or die? 


However, 
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However, in ſpite of all their menaces, they till 
found that remorſe would ſometimes follow the murder 
of a friend or relation. Conſcience is a . troubleſome 
gueſt to the villain who yet believes in an hereafter ; 
the deputies, therefore, were reſolved to baniſh this 

ueſt from the boſom of their partizans, as it had al- 
ready been baniſhed from their own. 


With this object in view, they ordered a ſolemn evic 


feſtival in honour of Challier. His image was carried 


round the city, and placed in the churches: thoſe tem- 
ples which had , many of them) for more than a thouſand 
years, reſounded. with hozannas to the Supreme Being, 
were now profaned by the adorations paid to the image 
of a parricide. 


All this was but a prelude to what was to follow the 


next day. It was Sunday, the day conſecrated to the 


worſhip of our bleſſed Redeemer. A vaſt concourſe of 
democrats, men and women, aſſembled at a ſignal agreed 
on, formed themſelves into a ſort of mock 23 
preceded by the image of Challier, and followed by a 
little detached troop, each bearing in his hand a chalice, 
or ſome other vaſe of the church. One of theſe facri- 
legious wretches led an aſs, covered with a prieſt's veſt- 
ment, and with a mitre on his head. He was loaded 
with crucifixes and other fymbols of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and had the Old and New Teſtament fuſpended to 
his tail., Arrived at the ſquare called. the Terreaux,. 
they then threw the two Te/taments, the crucifixes, &c. 
into a fire prepared for the purpoſe, made the aſs drink 
out of the ſacramental cup, and were procceding to 
conclude their diabolical profanations with the maflacre 
of the priſoners (to appeaſe the ghoſt of Challier) when 
a violent guſt of thunder put an end to their meeting, 
and deferred the work of death for a few hours. 


The 
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The pauſe was not long. — The deputies, 8 
by the impious phrenzy with which they had inſpired 
the ſoldiery and the mob, and by the conſternation of 
the reſpectable inhabitants, continued their butchery 
with redoubled fury. Thoſe who led the unhappy 
ſufferers to execution, were no longer ordered to confine 
themſelves to ſuch as were entered on the liſt of pro- 
ſcription, but were permitted to take whoever they 
thought worthy of death! To have an enemy among 
the democrats, to be-rich, or even thought rich, was a 
ſufficient crime. The words nobleman, prieſt, lawyer, 
merchant, or even honeſt man, were ſo many terms of 
proſcription. Three times was the place of the guillo- 
tine changed; at every place, holes were dug to receive 
the blood, and yet it ran in the gutters! The execu- 
tioners were tired; and the deputies, enraged to ſee 
that their work went on fo ſlowly, repreſented to the 
mob that they were too merciful, that vengeance lin- 
gered in their hands, and that their enemies ought to 
periſh in a maſ.. | F 


Accordingly, next day, the execution in maſs began; 
the priſoners were led out, from one hundred to three 
hundred at a time, into the out-ſkirts - of the city, 
where they were fired upon or ſtabbed. One of theſe 
maſſacres deſerves particular notice: — two hundred 
and fixty-nine- perſons, taken indiſcriminately among 
all claſſes and all ages, were led to Brotteauz, and 


Let not the reader imagine that the Convention did not ap- 
prove of all this. A deputation from the city went to Paris, repre- 
ſented at the bar of the Convention the devaſtation and carnage to 
which their city was a prey: but in place of being heard with that 
attention they deſerved, they were thown into a dungeon, and the 
Convention decreed that Lyons-ſhould be deſtroyed even to its very 
name, which was in future to be commune affranchie (free diſtrict,) 
and that a column ſhould be ereQed te commemorate its having 
. warted againſt Liberty | | 
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there tied to trees. In this ſituation, they were fired 
upon with grape ſhot: here the cannoneers of Valenci- 
ennes (who had not the courage to defend their own 
walls, who owed their forfeited lives to the mercy of 
royaliſts) valiantly pointed their cannons againſt them, 
when they found them bound hand and foot ! — The 
coward is ever cruel. — Numbers of theſe unfortunate 
priſoners had only their limbs broken by the ar- 
tillery; thefe were diſpatched by the ſword or the 
mufquet; the greateſt part of the bodies were thrown 
into the Rhone, ſome of them before they were quite 
dead; two men, in particular, had ftrength enough ts 
iwim to a fand bank in the river. One would have 
thought that, thus ſaved, as it were by a miracle, the 
ö 5 of their enemies would have purſued them 
no further; but, no ſooner were they perceived, than 
a party of the dragoons of Lorraine eroſſed the arm of 
the river, ſtabbed them, and left them a prey to the 
_ fowls of the air. Reader, 'fix your eyes on this 
theatre of carnage! You barbarous, you ferocious 
monſters ! — you have found the heart to commit theſe 
bloody deeds, and ſhall no one have the heart to pub- 
liſh them, in a country that boaſts of an unbounded 
liberty of the preſs ? Shall no one tell with what plea- 
ſure you plunged your daggers into the defenceleſs 
breafts of thoſe whoſe looks had often appalled your 
coward hearts ? Shall no one tell with what heroic, 
3 what god-like conſtancy, they met their fate? How they 
I ſmiled at all your menaces and canibal geſticulations ? 
\ How they deſpiſed you in the very article of death! — | 
Strewed with every ſweeteſt flower be the grave of 
Monſ. Chapuis de Ae, and his name be graven on 
every faithful heart! This gallant gentleman,, who was 
accounted one of the firſt engineers in Europe, fell into 
the hands of the democrats ; they offered to ſpare his. 
life, if he would ſerve in the armies of the Convention; 
— they repeated this offer, with their carbines at his 
breaft ; — © No; ” replied he, I have never fought 
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** but for my God and my king; deſpicable cowards, 
« fire away! Books 


The murder in maſs did not rob the guillotine of its 
prey; — there the blood flowed without interruption. 
Death itſelf was not a refuge againſt democratic fury: 
the bodies of the priſoners who were dead of their 
wounds, and of thoſe who, not able to ſupport the idea 
of an ignominious death, had given themſelves the 
fatal blow, were carricd to the ſcaffold and there be- 
headed, receiving thouſands of keks from the ſans- 
culottes, becauſe the blood would not run from them. 
Perſons from their fick beds, old men not able to walk, 
and even women found in child-bed were carried to the 
murderous machine The reſpetable Monſ. Lauras 
was torn from his family of ten children, and his wife 
big with the eleventh ; this diſtraged matron ran with 
her children, and threw herſelf at the feet of the 
brutal Deputy Collot D' Herbars. —— No mercy. — 
Her conjugal tendernefs, the cries of her children, every 
thing calculated to ſoften the heart, prefented them- 
. felves before him, but in vain.— Take away (ſaid he 
to the officious. ruffians by whom he was ſurrounded) 
take away the ſhe rebel and her whelps.” * Thus 
fpurned of him who alcne was able to ſave her beloved 
huſband, ſhe followed him to the place of execution. 
Her ſhrieks, when ſhe ſaw him fall, joined to the wild- 
neſs of her looks, but too plainly foretold her approach-' 
ing end. She was ſeized with the pains of child-birth, 


* The reader's indignation certainly will not be leſſened, when 
he hears that this Collot D' Herbois, this arbiter of life and death, 
was before the revolution, a — player! It is even ſaid, that much 
of the blood ſhed at Lyons may be aſcribed to his having, ſcme 
years before, been hiſſed from the Rage in that city. There are a 
thouſand perſons now in England who have ſeen him in the cha - 
\ rater of Harlequin. Bleſſed revolution! that expoſes a city of a 

hundred and fifty thouſand inhabitants to the wanton vengeance of 
a vagrant buffoon !. | | 49 | 
and 


0 9 f be Bug - 2 f Sf l 1 8 hou 
FDF 


20 


and was carried home to her houſe ; but as if her tor- 
mentors had ſhewn her too much lenity, the ſans- eu- 
lotte comiſſary ſoon after arrived, took poſſeſſion of all 
the effects in the name of the ſovereign people, drove 
her from her bed and her houſe — from the door 
which ſhe fell dead into the ſtreet. | 


About three hundred women hoped, by their united 
prayers and tears, to touch the hearts of the ferocious 
5 are, but all their efforts were as vain as thoſe of 
Madame Lauras. They were threatened with a charge 
of grape ſhot : two of them, who, notwithſtanding the 
menaces of the democrats, ftill had the courage to per- 
ſiſt, were tied during fix hours to the poſts of the guillo- 
tine; their own huſbands were executed before their 
eyes, and their blood ſprinkled over them! 


Mademoiſelle Servan, a lovely. young woman of about 
eighteen years of age, was exccuted, becauſe ſhe would 
not diſcover the retreat of her father ! ** What! (faid 


ſhe nobly, to the democratic committee) “ what ! be- 


ce tray my father! impious villains, how dare you ſup- 
«pole ne” © | 


Madame Cochet, a lady equally famed for her beauty 
and her courage, was accuſed of having put the match 
to a cannon during the ſiege, and of having assisted in 
ber husband's eſcape. She was condemned to ſuffer 


Too much cannot be ſaid in praiſe of the intrepidity of the 


Romi/h prieſts. No terrors, no torments, could bring them to con- 
feſs' that they had done wrong in adhering to the Catholic church. 
They ſuffered death with a degree of cheerfulneſs that never has 
been ſurpaſſed. My. Maupetit alſo deſerves to be immortalized, 
He was taken priſoner during the ſiege; but he did not, like the 
poltroon Brutus, put an end to his life for fear of the ſcoffs of his 
enemies. He ſuffered himſelf to be buried alive, up to his neck, 
in which ſituation his head was maſhed to pieces by four- pound 
balls that his enemies toſſed at it in deriſion, all which he endured 
without one plaintive accent. N | 

| death ; 


3 


5 i -- - 2 1 g =_ xl _ nd > > SS E 
n r Wes NT eren 


SW) fy = 


| 21 
death-; ſhe declared herſelf with child, and the truth 


of this declaration was atteſted by two ſurgeons. In 


vain did ſhe implorea reſpite ; in vain did ſhe plead the 


innocence of the child that was in her womb : her head 
was ſevered from her body, amidſt the death-howl of 


the democratic brigands 


Pauſe here, reader, and imagine, if you can, another 
_ crime worthy- of being added to thoſe already men- 

tioned : yes, there is one more ; and hell would- not- 
have been ſatisfied, if its miniſters had left it uncom- 
mitted—/ib1dinous brutality! Javogues, one of the de- 


puties from the Convention, opened the career: — his 


example was followed by the ſoldiery and the mob in 
general. The wives and daughters of almoſt all the 
reſpectable inhabitants, particularly ſuch as had emi- 


grated, or who were murdered, or in priſon, were put 
in a flate of requiſition, and were ordered (on pain of 


death) to hold their bodies [I ſpare the reader the term 
made uſe of in the decree] in readineſs for the embraces of 
the true republicans! Nor were they content with vio- 


lation: the firſt ladies of the city were led to the tree 


of Liberty (liberty !) and there made to take the hands 
of chimney ſweepers and common felons! Deteſtable 


&* 


wretches ! — at the very name of democrat, humanity | 


ſhudders, and modeſty hides its head ! 


I will not inſult the reader's feeling by defiring him 
to compare the pretended tyranny of the Britiſh govern- - 
ment with that I have here related; but I will aſk. 


them to produce me, if they can, an inſtance of ſuch 


conſummate tyranny, in any government, or in any 


nation. Queen Mary of England, during a reign of 


five years, cauſed about 500 innocent perſons to be put 
to death ; for this, poſterity has, and very juſtly too, 


branded her with the ſurname of Bloody. What ſur- 


name, then, ſhall be given to the Aſſembly that cauſed - 


more - 


1 8 * === 
of oy \ 2 = 


_ l N * * & — * FY 
1 VEIL Wy A 
- oy = 


AY N 

AT , * 8 RG TE, 
g an 
* r 


22 


more than that number to be executed, in one day, at 
Lyons? The maſſacre of St. Bartholomy (an event 
that filled all Europe with conſternation, the infamy 
and horrors of which have been dwelt on by ſo many 
eloquent writers of all religions, and that has held 
Charles IX. up to the execration of ages) dwindles into 
child's play, when compared to the murderous revolu- 
lution, which a late writer in'France emphatically calls 
© a dt. Bartholomew of five years. According to 
Monſ. Beſſuet, there were about 30,000 perſons mur- 
dered, in all France, in the maflacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew; there has been more than that number murdered 
in the ſingle city of Lyons, and its neighbourhood ; at 
Nantz, there have been 27,000 ; at Paris, 15, ooo; in 
La Vendee, 300, ooo. In ſhort, it appears that there 
have been TWO MILLIONS of perſons murdered in 
France, fince it has called itſelf a Republic ; among 
whom are reckoned two hundred and fifty thouſand 
WOMEN, I hunared and fifty thouſand CHILDREN 
(befides thoſe murdered in the womb) and 7wenty-four 


thouſand Chriſtian prieſts ! 


— 


* Charles IX, bigotted and bloody minded as he was, durſt not 


attempt that tone of tyranny which has been aſſumed by the Na- 


tional Convention; there was ſome honour among the Freachmen 
of thoſe days. The Governor of Bayonne having received the order 
for the maſſacre of the Proteſtants of that city, wrote to the king; 
« Sire, I have found in your city of Bayonne none but loyal ſubjects, 
% and not a fingte cut-throat.” At Lyons, the common hangman 
deing ordered to enter a priſon and diſpatch two or three proteſt- 
ants: No, ſaid he, I am an executioner, but no u derer.“ 
Let any man produce me a fingle inſtance of this kind among the 
republican French: let him tell me, if he can, when a democrat 
has deen known to refuſe to ſhed blood. The common hangman 
at Lyons, when France was a monarchy, entertained a higher ſenſe 
of honour than has yet been ex preſſed by any member of the Nati- 


-_ onal Convention. | 


+ This computation is taken from Les Details des Cruautts des 


And 


Tacodins, lately publiſhed at Paris. | 
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And is there — can there be, a faction in ENGLAND 
— ſo cruel, —ſo bloody- minded, as to wiſh to ſee theſe 
ſcenes repeated in their own, or any other country? If 
there be- GREAT GoD! Do THOU METE TO THEM, 
TEN FOLD THE MEASURE. THEY WOULD METE 
| TO OTHERS ;—AFFLICT ON THEM EVERY CURSE 
OF WHICH HUMAN NATURE Is SUSCEPTIBLE ;— 
HURL ON THEM THY REDDEST THUNDER-BOLTS ; 
SWEEP THE SANGUINARY RACE FROM THE FACE 
OF THE CREATION!!! 


, % | THE END, 


. 
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